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President Yoweri Kaguta Museveni 
State House Nakasero  
email: info@statehouse.go.ug 
  
Prime Minister Apollo Nsibambi  
email: ps@opm.go.ug  
 

October 26, 2009 

Your Excellencies, 

We the undersigned call for the immediate withdrawal of the “Anti Homosexuality Bill, 2009”.  

This proposed legislation is a huge step backwards for HIV prevention, treatment and care initiatives in 
Uganda.  By significantly expanding criminal sanctions against lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
(LGBT) people – with penalties going as far as the death sentence in some cases - this bill drives sexual 
minorities underground and away from vital information and services, further fuelling HIV transmission in 
the Uganda.  
 
Uganda’s own HIV/AIDS prevention experts have recognized that laws targeting sexual minorities are 
obstacles to effectively addressing AIDS.  A 2009 joint report by the Uganda AIDS Commission and 
UNAIDS specifically called for a review of legal impediments to the inclusion of most-at-risk-populations - 
including MSM - in the national AIDS response.

i
  The 2008 law reauthorizing the President’s Emergency 

Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) - the source of 61% of all of Uganda’s HIV prevention funding in 
2006/2007

ii
 - includes a directive for HIV prevention education specifically targeting MSM.  Additionally, 

both UNAIDS and the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria have each recently adopted 
new action frameworks for addressing HIV among sexual minorities, in reaction to growing evidence of 
the impact of HIV on sexual minorities globally.

iii
   

Recognizing that all human beings are born free and equal in dignity and in rights, and in pursuit of our 
mutual endeavor for an effective HIV/AIDS response worldwide, we call for the immediate withdrawal of 
this and any bill that threatens the health and human rights of your citizens. 
 
For further information, please contact Krista Lauer, MSc., Policy Associate at The Global Forum on MSM 
& HIV (MSMGF), c/o Secretariat: AIDS Project Los Angeles, The David Geffen Center, 611 South 
Kingsley Drive, Los Angeles CA 90005, email: klauer@msmgf.org or + 1 (213) 201-1317. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
(List in Formation) 
  
Name City State  Country 

Basil Donovan MD Darlinghurst New South Wales Australia 

Andrew Scheibe  Capetown  South Africa 

Joel Simpson Georgetown  Guyana 

Shivananda Khan Lucknow  India 

Gary Paul Wright Newark New Jersey USA 

J.C. Alexander Halifax Nova Scotia Canada 

Doug McColeman Montréal  Québec Canada 

Aditya Bondyopadhyay   India 

Lynette Rademeyer-Bosman  Stellenbosch  South Africa 

Robert Carr Kingston  Jamaica 
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Denise Puryear   Pennsylvania USA 

Linda L. Moore Thompsonville Michigan USA 

claudia chika New York New York USA 

Enrique Moresco New Orleans Louisiana USA 

Rhiannon Brannan Hastings Nebraska USA 

Kalil Cohen Los Angeles California USA 

Fatima Alibaba Winnipeg Manitoba Canada 

Jamilah A. Zand Cleveland Ohio USA 

Eric Landon Portland  Oregon USA 

Israel Amrani Los Angeles California USA 

Stephanie Brancaforte Berlin  Germany  

Savahn Rosinbum Seattle Washington USA 

Daniel Lang/Levitsky Brooklyn New York USA 

Shawna Kastin Ashland Oregon USA 

Carol Waldmann, MD Watertown Massachusetts USA 

Orlando Montoya Herrera Quito  Ecuador 

James Wagoner Washington D.C. USA 

Eve Seamone Santa Cruz California USA 

Susanne Frandsen Hvidovre  Denmark 

Sonia Beers Oakland California USA 

Eric Brus Watertown Massachusetts USA 

Rev. Leslie Burke RN, MPH, JD Los Angeles California USA 

Carole Hohl, MHS, PA-C Boston Massachusetts USA 

Lisabeth Castro-Smyth San Francisco California USA 

Jack Cox Portland  Oregon USA 

Jessica Land Durham North Carolina USA 

Barbara P. Sullivan Staten Island New York USA 

Nick Danna  Decatur Georgia USA 

Ricardo Hernández Forcada México Distrito Federal México 

Annette Bevans Raleigh North Carolina USA 

George Councill Atlanta Georgia USA 

Eugenia López Uribe México Distrito Federal México 

Sally Fisher New York New York USA 

Lynn Robinson San Francisco California USA 

Martin M. Melendez Bronx New York USA 

Benigno Rodriguez, MD   Cleveland Ohio USA 

David J. Monson Albuquerque New Mexico USA 

Sharon Washington New York New York USA 

Lauren Beatty Northampton Massachusetts USA 

Judith A. Sandeen Hastings Nebraska USA 

Maryam Janani San Antonio Texas USA 

Jill Sutton Columbus Ohio USA 

Katrina L. Balovlenkov, LGSW Columbia Maryland USA 

Susan Lopez Las Vegas Nevada USA 
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Heidi Hubbard Durham North Carolina USA 

Sundeep Singh Brooklyn New York USA 

Gael Guevara New York New York USA 

Enrique TorreMolina Cholula Puebla México 

Julene Weaver Seattle Washington USA 

Jason Cecil Decatur Georgia USA 

James Sykes, MPH Washington District of Columbia USA 

Angela M. Hay Columbus Ohio USA 

Loren Jones          Oakland California USA 

Tom Chenault South Fork Colorado USA 

Shelley L. Stinson-Barron Oakland California USA 

Morgan Alexander Ojai California USA 

Kate Sorensen San Francisco California USA 

Joel Nana Pretoria  South Africa 

John Maxwell Toronto Ontario Canada 

Elysa Fein Long Beach New York USA 

Maurice Graham Oakland California USA 

Andrew J. Humm New York New York USA 

George Stephen Bowen, MD, 
MPH 

Sunny Isles Beach Florida USA 

Jamie Sims Denver Colorado USA 

Annie Mulgrew New York New York USA 

Anne-Christine d'Adesky San Francisco California USA 

Barry L. Moore Montclair New Jersey USA 

Lila Starbuck Brooklyn New York USA 

Timothy Quinn    San Francisco California USA 

Rebecca M. Young, PhD  New York New York USA 

Clarence W. Charles Milwakee Wisconsin USA 

Rev. Damon A Powell, Ph.D. Oakland California USA 

Matthew Franck New Brunswick New Jersey USA 

Jose Davila, Executive Director Bronx New York USA 

Nesha  Z. Haniff Ypsilanti Michigan USA 

Ricardo Martinez New York New York USA 

Juan David Gastolomendo Brooklyn New York USA 

Carlos Maldonado New York New York USA 

Margit Sawdey Bronx New York USA 

Dennis Dunn Las Vegas Nevada USA 

Tom Donohoe Los Angeles California USA 

Claudia Debus, M.S.W. Oakland California USA 

Clarissa Rogers Philadelphia Pennsylvania USA 

Patti Capouch Portland  Maine USA 

Mia Lynn Rosario, MSW Talahassee Florida USA 

Rev. John Blinn Pueblo Colorado USA 

Renee Holt Seattle Washington USA 

Michele Crackett RN Wilkes Barre Pennsylvania USA 
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John A. Nelson, PhD, CPNP New York New York USA 

Leandrea Gilliam Washington District of Columbia USA 

The Rev. Charles M. Girardeau Atlanta Georgia USA 

Genevieve Meyer Seattle Washington USA 

Marla Petrini Denver Colorado USA 

Ana C. Flores Phoenix Arizona USA 

Michael D.Bullock Madison Wisconsin USA 

Carmen Landau, MD Albuquerque New Mexico USA 

Bradford McIntyre Vancouver British Columbia Canada 

Gina Arias Brooklyn New York USA 

Erica Braudy Brooklyn New York USA 

William F. Graf Lakewood Colorado USA 

Benjamin Hauschild Washington District of Columbia USA 

Ed Stellon Chicago Illinois USA 

Sajjadur Rahman New York New York USA 

James Bullington Denver Colorado USA 

Suzanne Garrow Springfield Massachusetts USA 

Yolanda Palmer Yonkers New York USA 

Joseph E. Broderick Cranston Rhode Island USA 

Angela Boger Pasadena California USA 

Steve Hoke Vero Beach Florida USA 

Donald E. Messer Centennial Colorado USA 

Gina Patterson Oxford Ohio USA 

George Marshall Worthington Houston Texas USA 

John Barbieri Philadelphia Pennsylvania USA 

Janice Heft Allendale Michigan USA 

Janet Feldman Barrington Rhode Island USA 

Paul Arrieta Port St. Lucie Florida USA 

Robert P Evans New York New York USA 

Corinne Blum, MD Chicago Illinois USA 

Julia Fedor Chicago Illinois USA 

Katherine E Matteson Chicago Illinois USA 

Sarah MacVicar Halifax Nova Scotia Canada 

Lorne Berkovitz Vancouver British Columbia Canada 

James Curry Detroit Michigan USA 

George De Stefano Long Island City New York USA 

Veronica Kalambi Windhoek  Namibia 

Mary Hay Columbus Ohio USA 

Julie Ebin Cambridge Massachusetts USA 

Mark Misrok Queens New York USA 

Emmanuel Ruguuza Kabishanga  Kampala  Uganda 

Marguerite Thorp Boston Massachusetts USA 

Cody Sigel Brooklyn New York USA 

Shernaz Reporter Xenia Ohio USA 
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Stephanie Stines Washington District of Columbia USA 

Agustin Fernandez Miami Florida USA 

Kevin R. Schwartz, MD  Boston Massachusetts USA 

Lynne Kennedy Elgin Illinois USA 

Gabriel Heywood San Francisco California USA 

David Acosta Philadelphia Pennsylvania USA 

Howard Mirsky Mount Prospect Illinois USA 

Cathy Strobel Minneapolis Minnesota USA 

Aquilino Gabor New York New York USA 

Rev. Dr. Joseph J. McMurray Key West  Florida USA 

Judy Margo, MPH Boston Massachusetts USA 

Henry Luyombya Toronto Ontario Canada 

Gretchen R. Chateau Atlanta Georgia USA 

Dr. Peggy Millson MD MHSc 
FRCPC, 

Toronto Ontario Canada 

Gregg P. Culling  New York New York USA 

Jeff Berry Chicago Illinois USA 

Lori Kaufman Chicago Illinois USA 

Donna Smith Atlanta Georgia USA 

Thomas Klocke Lawrence Kansas USA 

Jeanne Bergman, PhD New York New York USA 

José Díaz San Juan  Puerto Rico 

Patty Williams Decatur Georgia USA 

Marcelo Maia New York New York USA 

Mark Zatyrka West Suffield Connecticut USA 

Darren Wells Hope Rhode Island USA 

Shannon Lynch Brooklyn New York USA 

Dina Boggs Columbus Ohio USA 

Kerry Chaplin Los Angeles California USA 

Alexis Pauline Gumbs Durham North Carolina USA 

Amanda Beck-Myers Cincinnati Ohio USA 

M.Tankari Makaou Daouda Niamey  Niger 

Wm. Christopher Mathews, M.D., 
M.S.P.H. 

San Diego California USA 

Joan Anderson Toronto Ontario Canada 

Leona Avey Savannah Georgia USA 

Edward Davids Manhattan Beach California USA 

Fred Wyand Durham North Carolina USA 

J. Philip Kane Providence  Rhode Island USA 

Joyce Hunter, DSW New York New York USA 

Laurel Sprague Ann Arbor Michigan USA 

Richard Blum Brooklyn New York USA 

Philip Hainen St. Albans West Virginia USA 

Dan Bigg Chicago Illinois USA 

David H. Jolly Durham North Carolina USA 
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Stephani Becker Wilmette Illinois USA 

Alicia Canary Jackson Heights New York USA 

Sara Gillen, MPH New York New York USA 

Deirdre Grant New York New York USA 

Bruce Garner Atlanta Georgia USA 

Craig Washington Atlanta Georgia USA 

Allan Muhaari Mombasa Coast Province  Kenya 

Daniel Kopelson Chicago Illinois USA 

Elizabeth Capone-Henriquez  New York New York USA 

Luis Diaz-Albertini New York New York USA 

Ann Jones Columbus Indiana USA 

John Alex Lowell Berkeley California USA 

Zinaida Abrosimova  Moscow`  Russia 

David B Mixner New York New York USA 

Joseph Sonnabend  London   UK 

Peggy Anderson Columbus Ohio USA 

Robert Heimer, Ph.D. New Haven Connecticut USA 

Ben Wise Albany New York USA 

Joep M.A. Lange Amsterdam  The 
Netherlands 

Amanda Lugg New York New York USA 

Jennifer Glick New Orleans Louisiana USA 

Jessica Terlikowski Chicago Illinois USA 

Sherri L. Henigan St. Croix U.S. Virgin Islands USA 

Kristen Bunting Kansas City Missouri USA 

Lindsey Scrase Norfolk Virginia USA 

Stephen McCeney Denver Colorado USA 

Julie Abraham New York New York USA 

Robert Reardon Springfield Massachusetts USA 

Sasha Zatyrka West Suffield Connecticut USA 

Lottie Mwale Kitwe  Zambia 

F. Joseph Wilson Arnolds Park Iowa USA 

Andrea K. Knittel Ann Arbor Michigan USA 

Carissa Chu San Francisco California USA 

Steve Blake Abington  Pennsylvania USA 

David Kato Kampala  Uganda 

Darhoon Menghwar Hyderabad Sindh  Pakistan 

James Sserwadda Kampala  Uganda 

Dan Jones Portland Oregon USA 

Robert-Lee Thomas Brooklyn New York USA 

James Wagoner Washington Disctrict of Columbia USA 

Jeffrey F. Jenne Philadelphia Pennsylvania USA 

Chad Kenney Denver Colorado USA 

Steve Forst Chicago Illinois USA 

Megan Douglass Orlando Florida USA 
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Rebecca A. Lee East Elmhurst New York USA 

Greg Manning Brisbane Queensland Australia 

Juan Jacobo Hernández-Chávez    México 

Sarah Field Darlinghurst New South Wales Australia 

Eric Bautista Los Angeles California USA 

Paul Casey Bangkok  Thailand 

Eric Fleutelot Paris  France 

Michael McGinn New York New York USA 

David Acosta Philadelphia Pennsylvania USA 

Lorina E Chavez Chicago Illinois USA 

Jorge Saavedra, MD Amsterdam  The 
Netherlands 

Robert W. Krier Anchorage Alaska USA 

Rev. Pat Bumgardner New York New York USA 

Zack Marshall Toronto Ontario Canada 

Kate Miller Chicago Illinois USA 

Virginia M. Goggin Brooklyn New York USA 

Georgia Thomas Boston Massachusetts USA 

James Malone New York New York USA 

Jeff Taylor Palm Springs California USA 

David W. Christensen Portland  Oregon USA 

Edward Kuras Chicago Illinois USA 

Sally Fisher New York New York USA 

Dr. Sharon Grussendorff Pietermaritzburg  South Africa 

 
 
Organizations: 
 
ActALIVE – Barrington, Rhode Island, USA 

Africa Women's Development and Communication Network (FEMNET) – Nairobi, Kenya 

African Council of AIDS Service Organizations (AfriCASO) – Dakar, Senegal 

African Men for Sexual Health and Rights – Pretoria, South Africa 

AIDS Fonds – Amsterdam, The Netherlands 

association WARNING – Paris, France 

Bronx AIDS Services – Bronx, New York , USA 

Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network/Réseau juridique canadien VIH/sida – Toronto, Ontario, Canada 

Committee for the International Day against Homophobia and Transphobia – Paris, France 

Federation of Dutch associations for the integration of homosexuality, COC Netherlands – Amsterdam, 
The Netherlands 

Gays Lesbians of African Descent – Toronto, Ontario, Canada 

International Women's Health Coalition - New York, New York, USA 

Kenya AIDS Intervention Prevention Project Group (KAIPPG) International – Barrington, Rhode Island, 
USA 

Naz Foundation International – Lucknow, India 

New Voices Pittsburgh: Women of Color for Reproductive Justice – Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, USA 
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STOP AIDS NOW! – Amsterdam, The Netherlands 

Sylvia Rivera Law Project - New York, New York, USA 

The AIDS Institute – Washington, District of Columbia, USA 

The Canadian AIDS Treatment Information Exchange (CATIE) – Toronto, Ontario, Canada 

U.S. Positive Women's Network (PWN) - U.S.A.  – Oakland, California, USA 

Women of Color United - Silver Spring, Maryland, USA 

 
 
 
Cc: 
Hon. Dr. Stephen Malinga 
Minister of Health 
Plot 6 Lourdel Rd,    Wandegeya 
Tel: 256-41-340884 
Fax: 256-41-340887 
P.O. Box 7272 Kampala 
Uganda 
Email:   info@health.go.ug 
 
Dr Kihumuro Apuuli 
Director General 
Uganda AIDS Commission 
 
Ambassador Eric Goosby 
U.S. Global AIDS Coordinator 
U.S. Department of State 
 
Ambassador to the Republic of Uganda Embassy of the United States of America 
Jerry P. Lanier  
email: kampalawebcontact@state.gov  
 
Ambassador to the US 
Perezi K. Kamunanwire  
Fax: 1-202-726-1727 
email: pkamunanwire@ugandaembassyus.org  
 
Permanent Representative of the Republic of Uganda to the United Nations 
Dr. Ruhakana Rugunda  
Fax: 1-212-687-4517 
email: pkamunanwire@ugandaembassyus.org  
 
 

                                                           
i
 Republic of Uganda.  2009.  UGANDA: HIV Prevention Response and Modes of Transmission Analysis.   Final 

Report, March 2009.  Uganda AIDS Commission and UNAIDS. 
ii
 Ibid. 

iii
 See:  UNAIDS Action Framework: Universal Access for Men who have Sex with Men and Transgender People  and 

The Global Fund Strategy on Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity     


